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basis has led to a more careful study of the conditions obtaining in most com- 
munities. The attempts to carry on more or less systematic programs of 
religious training have been subjected to the most critical scrutiny with a view 
to learning what is proving effective and what is largely unproductive. One 
of the handicaps to the development of systematic religious education has been 
the lack of a definite guide in organization and administration. In view of the 
great need for guidance in formulating the administrative program of religious 
education, a recent book by Mr. Stout 1 is a timely contribution to the move- 
ment. The point of view from which the book is written is expressed concisely 
in the third paragraph of the author's Preface, which reads as follows: 

It seems obvious that the only way to secure the proper functioning of the religious 
motive in education is to use effectively the educational method in religion. The 
various problems dealt with in the book have therefore been treated from the educa- 
tional point of view [p. 9]. 

The author discusses the social service and educational function of the 
church. He sets forth the aims of religious education and presents a detailed 
program for carrying on a comprehensive scheme of religious training. An 
account is given in detail of the community organizations now existing and of 
the necessity for developing community week-day schools for the religious 
work. The most constructive part of the whole discussion, however, is con- 
tained in the chapters devoted to the training of teachers, the selection and 
supervision of teachers, and the management of pupils. The discussions in 
these chapters are very definite applications of well-recognized educational 
principles to the field of religious education. The applications are not only 
educationally sound from the standpoint of pedagogical theory but also very 
practical and point definitely to specific ends. The account of religious train- 
ing in church schools and in higher institutions is well handled and contributes 
materially to the completeness of the work as a whole. 

The book is stimulating and will be helpful in giving definite direction to 
the organization and administration of religious education. It should be a 
very practical book for students in training for the ministry, and every Sunday- 
school superintendent and minister of the gospel will find it an indispensable 
aid in working out their problems of teacher-training for religious work. The 
book will be valuable to students of secular education in giving a broader view 
of the application of pedagogical principles to fields of work not ordinarily 

considered in the study of education. TT TTT ^ 

H. W. Nutt 



Lessons in citizenship. — An excellent course of instruction for use by 
candidates for citizenship is contained in a recent bulletin of the Bureau of 
Naturalization. 2 This course consists of a series of six lessons on the Declara- 

1 John Elbert Stout, The Organization and Administration of Religious Educa- 
tion. New York: Abingdon Press, 1922. Pp. 287. 

2 Raymond F. Crist, Federal Citizenship Textbook, Part III. Washington: Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, 1921. Pp. 104. 
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tion of Independence and twenty-four lessons on the Constitution of the United 
States. Each section of these two documents is presented in simplified form, 
immediately followed by the original text. 

It is intended that this part of the Federal Citizenship Textbook shall place before 
the candidates for naturalization in the public schools who are on the threshold of 
American citizenship an opportunity to catch the spirit of these two expressions of 
the greatest of all governmental aspirations [p. 3]. 

The important words are listed at the beginning of each lesson, duly 
inflected, that they may serve as a spelling lesson and aid in the development 
of the vocabulary of the prospective citizen. Before taking up the study of 
the Constitution a "Short History of America to the Time the Constitution 
Was Adopted (1492 to 1789)" is presented in order to give the individual a 
sufficient background for further study. Accompanying the text is a large 
diagram illustrating the different departments of our government in their 
relation to each other. 

The lessons are simple and well adapted for instruction in citizenship. 
The text will serve not only as a valuable course of instruction for use in the 
public schools for candidates for citizenship, but also as an excellent guide 
in the home for training foreign-born men and women in the ideals and 
principles of our democracy . 

W. D. Bowman 



The American government. — Authors of books on American government 
have disagreed both as to what should be included in such a text and as to 
what should be known by good American citizens. Some authors have written 
for the student of American government who is interested in gaining a full 
and exhaustive account of the history and development of American govern- 
mental machinery, while others have been interested in presenting only those 
factors of government with which the average citizen should be acquainted. 

The aim and scope of a recent book 1 on the American government are 
summarized in the following quotation: 

The aim is to present in brief compass a general view of American government. 
The needs and interests of the average American citizen and voter have been kept in 
mind. While the work cannot go into complete detail, nevertheless, it attempts to 
give a broad survey of the vital factors in our national, state, city, and town govern- 
ment [p. ii]. 

The general topics and the order of their treatment are similar to those in 
other books on American government. The author begins his discussion with 
a short treatise on the English origins of our government and follows that 
discussion with a review of the formation of the union between the thirteen 
colonies. Other chapters deal with "The National and State Constitutions," 

1 Kenneth Colgrove, American Citizens and Their Government. New York : 
Abingdon Press, 1921. Pp. 333. 



